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XXIII., a man as scandalous as the worst
of the Renaissance Popes, who had for very
shame to be deposed in 1415. Apart from
the generally demoralizing influence of the
schism (for it is clear that high English
ecclesiastics paid the Roman court the flattery
of imitation, even though it were at a discreet
interval) the chief result in each kingdom
was that of increased exactions. They had,
in fact, to be doubled, for each Pope had
to maintain his whole state and retinue of
officials from the contributions of half Chris-
tendom. There had been few scruples before ;
there were none now.

This further scandal of the divided Papacy
led Wyclif on to more radical thoughts,
If two Popes, why not none ? Was a supreme
and irresponsible Pope a necessary part
of the Christian system ? And was the
current theology sound ? He answered these
questions in a revolutionary sense. The
mediaeval view of the Eucharist, upon which
the pov&r of the priesthood rested, and which
was to the general mind the most impressive
point of faith and practice, he repudiated as
idolatry, and with it the whole discipline of
confession, absolution and excommunication.
He taught that there is but one order of the
ministry, and one source of sacred knowledge,